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also wear such a mark (Tika), as shown in the
frontispiece.

In the days ofKabir a knowledge of religious
truth was practically confined to those who
were acquainted with one or other of the two
sacred languages, Arabic and Sanskrit. These
two languages were employed both in public
and private worship with the result that the
worship of the masses was too often a mere
repetition of phrases which were unintelligible
to those who used them. Kabfr urged that
religious books should also be written in the
vernacular that all might obtain that knowledge
of God which was essential to spiritual^progress.

Again to the illiterate masses teaching con-
tained in books was inaccessible, and so it is that
we find Kabfr laying great stress on the import-
ance of oral teaching. Few men are qualified
to become scholars, but all 'are required to be
good; therefore he urged his disciples to associ-
ate with good men and through conversation
with them to acquire such knowledge as is ne-
cessary. The study of books, he thought, was
too often productive of pride; to display learn-
ing and intelligence scholars were often tempted
to enlarge upon topics of little spiritual value,
while in private conversation heart speaks to
heart of its own spiritual needs. Such were the
views of Kabir and in consequence the Guru in